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Epping Forest 


Author's Notes: 

So | post these little drabble-like things on my Tumblr sometimes when | get a funny idea for a cartoon. Since 
l'm not a professional artist it takes me a long time to draw things, and my ability to draw a multi-panel 
cartoon is limited. So usually it just remains in written form. If anybody wants to illustrate these bits of 
stupid, feel free to write me about it! | hope you find some small degree of humor here, I'll probably always 
be adding more. :D 


Circa 1114, Genesis plays The Battle of Epping Forest live. 

Peter [singing] "That's why we're in the battle of Epping Forest! Yes it's the battle of Epping Forest... 

Tony [at keyboard, thinking to self in increasing anxiety] Good Christ, these arrangements are impossible. | 
must have made a million mistakes by now. Why did we have to make this song so damned busy.. oh shit now 


the others are messing up. Ahh Mike's looking at me for direction.. oh shit oh shit 


Peter [still singing] "So the Blackcap Barons toss a coin to settle the scoooooore!" 


[they fumble their way through the rest of the song. Tony hammers the final chord and then faceplants into 
the keyboard. The others stare in bewilderment] 


Phil: Umm... 
Mike: Uhhh... 


Peter [thinking to self]: Well here's another song we'll have to drop from the tour. 


The Lamb 


Author's Notes: 
The Lamb was a troubled production for sure, but as far as | know | exaggerated everything here for comedy. 


P 

Circa 1115, The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway live tour. Technical mishaps have dogged the production from the 
start.. 

[montage of various goofy accidents, including unexplained vari-light failure, Peter's slipperman costume head 
falling off, Peter tripping off the stage into the crowd, Tony growing increasingly annoyed as he's forced to 
play "Silent Sorrow in Empty Boats" over and over when Peter fails to reappear in the slipperman costume..] 
One night after a particularly uninspiring performance.. 

Peter: | think that went surprisingly well. 

Phil: What the fuck are you talking about? Absolutely nothing about tonight went right at alll 

Peter: Oh come on, it was great. Each night it's different! Look, Steve's not complaining. 

Steve [muttering]: Sure, | only injured my hand AGAIN.. 

Mike [quietly inhaling a joint]: And | never thought it was possible for bass pedals to catch fire. 


Peter: Um, well. Tony? 


[Tony says nothing for some moments, but his eyes burn furiously and he seems on the edge of a nervous 


collapse] 


Tony [very quietly]: Please kill me. 


Pop songs 
Author's Notes: 
Don't blame Phil for taking Genesis in a pop direction Tony's equally guilty! 


(| don't blame anyone for anything, fyi. | freakin adore Genesis in all its incarnations, prog and pop and whatever 


the hell they want). 


Circa IIT], a recording studio. The Genesis power trio sits around looking glum. 

Mike: Well, that's it, Steve's left. 

Phil: First Peter, now Steve. Well, and those other guys that Tony fired long before, but who cares. 
Tony [death glare]: | thought we agreed not to discuss them. 


Mike: Anyway, what do we do now? Where do we go with Genesis? We can't do another prog opera, that was a 
disaster. 


Phil: Nobody seems to care about prog at all, really. 
[they fall silent] 


Tony [hesitating with guilt]: Well. | don't know about you two, but.. I've always secretly wanted to try more pop 


songs. 
[Mike and Phil look up in surprise] 
Mike: You? 

Phil: Really? 

[beat] 


All three [starry eyed]: POP MUSICI 


Going Solo 


Author's Notes: 
| just thought it was cute to imagine these guys exchanging albums and encouraging each other in their solo 


work. Also let it be known l'm kind of in love with all the solo efforts of the Genesis power trio. :) 


1981, and Phil Collins’ solo debut album is a smash hit. 


Phil [holds a vinyl copy of Face Value and beams for the cameras, teary-eyed}: I'd like to thank my ex-wife for 


inspiring this collection of sad love songs. This is for you, baby! [flashes a rude gesture] 


1982. Not to be outdone, Mike Rutherford decides to try the solo route with Acting Very Strange, to slightly 


less glowing reviews. 


Mike: Its okay, in a few years I'll start Mike + The Mechanics and write some inexplicably monster hits. And 


yet somehow everyone will still forget my name... 


1983. Kicking himself for letting his friends get the jump on him, Tony Banks deigns to sing solo for once and 


releases The Fugitive. Somehow nobody notices. 


[Tony sits in the studio with a glum expression as he reads the reviews. Just then Phil and Mike stroll past 
with their own copies of The Fugitive, Phil whistling "This Is Love" as he goes] 


Phil: Hey, nice job, Ton! 


[Mike gives him a thumbs-up. Tony watches them leave with a puzzled expression After a pause he blushes 


and allows himself a little smile] 


„to Revelation 


Author's Notes: 
So Genesis’ very first album was recorded when they were all IT or IB or thereabouts, and the person who got 
them the record deal was the now-infamous Jonathan King. Given his criminal reputation now, | had to wonder 


(however reluctantly) if he ever tried to creep on the poor lads in the studio. 
| really tried to strike the right tone with this one; | don't want to make light of this man's real offenses 


against minors. | wanted to make it clear that this is a very creepy man, and the boys in this "what if" 


scenario won't put up with his crap for long. 


Circa 1968, and the young Charterhouse boys have secured a record deal with Jonathan King and Decca. But 


certain disagreements arise from the start.. 


Jonathan: Now look boys, it's like | keep saying, this artsy stuff you're doing simply won't sell. You've got to 
think more commercial, lads! Less prog and more Bee Gees, now there's a group.. 


[Tony and Peter share a look of apprehension] 

Mike: Well, its just that- 

Jonathan [smiling creepily]: Think of it as a favor to me, eh? I'm the one who got you this record deal, after 
all. [He gets a bit too close and puts his arms around Peter and Tony's shoulders. Ant and Mike can only look 


on in mild shock] We're all Charterhouse lads here, know what | mean? 


[Neither is pleased about the unwanted contact, but Peter is merely startled while Tony's expression is beyond 


furious] 
Tony [icily, through gritted teeth]: Don't.. touch me.. 


Peter [extremely uncomfortable]: Er, it's not that we're ungrateful, Jonathan. It's just that we had a very 


clear idea of what we wanted on this album, that's all. 

Jonathan: Yes, well. [His hand wanders a little too far down Peter's back, causing him to jump and move closer 
to Mike and Anthony for protection] Just think about it, won't you? Here, I've written some general 
suggestions for you to follow. I'll be waiting. Tal 


[He leaves the room and the boys breathe a collective sigh of relief] 


Ant: Is anyone else creeped out by that man? 


Mike: I'll say. He keeps trying to touch my leg. 
Peter [shuddering]: | won't even say where he tries to touch me.. 


[Meanwhile Tony silently and contemptuously tosses Jonathan's notes into the wastebasket] 


Miami Vice 


Author's Notes: 

| don't know if Phil or Mike are fans of Miami Vice, but | sure am, and the producers sure did feature them a 
lot in the pop music soundtrack (somehow it just wouldn't be Miami Vice without Genesis and/or Phil Collins). 
Just a quick fluff scenario | had to write down. Sadly, they never did feature Tony's solo work, as far as | 


know.) 


198b, and the trio takes a break during the Invisible Touch tour. As Mike and Tony unpack some of their things, 
Phil kicks back on the hotel bed and flips through the TV chanrels. 


Phil: Hey.. hey guys, look! Miami Vice is onl 

Mike: MIAMI VICE! [he throws his travel kit aside in his haste to watch, accidentally smacking Tony in the face] 
Tony: Oww.. 

Phil: Ah, this show's great, innit? | was even in it once.. 

Tony [rubs his nose, glaring]: | don't see why it's so great. It's a bit... trashy, isn't it? 

Phil: Nah. Gritty, more like. 

Mike: Urban American crime. 


Phil: Ah, wait a second. You don't like it because they haven't featured your solo work yet! [smugface] Mike 
and |, on the other hand.. 


Tony [scoffs]: Don't be ridiculous. And they did feature Genesis songs. Those are my songs, too. 

[Mike and Phil just laugh] 

Mike: Ahh, we're only teasing. Why don't you join us? 

[Tony eyes the TV skeptically as the theme music kicks in Then he glances back at his friends and sees how 
happy they are. Phil catches his eye and pats the space next to him on the bed. Tony sighs and finally relents. 


They all settle in and relax quietly with each other] 


Phil: See, it's not so bad. 


Mike [smiling as he pets Tony's hair}: Yeah, they've got to feature your songs someday. 


Tony: [grumbles] 


One-Eyed Hound 


Author's Notes: 

I'm very tired But | wrote this drabble thing anyway while listening to the early Genesis song "One-Eyed 
Hound," which is actually really catchy. | don't even know if this is funny; I'll probably wake up tomorrow and 
regret posting this. But then again, this series of drabbles is meant to be stupid. :P 


968, during a break in recording the debut album.. 

[Peter strolls past the booth whistling when he hears a lovely singing voice behind the closed door. He does a 
double-take and curiously peeks inside. Tony is alone at the piano, singing to himself in a sweet, clear voice. 
Peter listens for some moments, entranced, until he stops playing] 

Peter [opens the door and claps]: Tony, that was lovely. 


Tony [startled]: Oh! It's not.. | didn't know you were there.. [he blushes] 


Peter [takes a seat next to him at the piano]: | thought you were great. Is that the one we worked on 
yesterday? 


Tony: Yes, I've been improving the lyrics, but l'm a bit stuck. 
[At that moment Jonathan King swishes into the booth] 
Jonathan: Hellllooooo00, boys. 


Peter [eyes wide with fright] Oh, no. 


Tony [glaring intently at Jonathan, he suddenly pounds the keys and sings as loud as he's capable]: Mister, 
you've been caught at last, chasing dogs and moonlight! 


Peter [grinning joins in a stronger voice]: This man committed a sinl 
Both: This man, he never can win! 


Jonathan [suddenly very nervous]: What do you know about the dogs?! [beats a hasty retreat as Tony and 
Peter howl with laughter] 


The Rise to Stardom 


Author's Notes: 
| don't know, it just amused me. P 


It's 1983, and Tony Banks' solo career takes off into the stratosphere with his smash new album "The Fugitive. 


Not since Mike Rutherford's "Acting Very Strange" has anyone witnessed such a rise to international acclaim, 


the album going multi-platinum in the first week alone. 


Genesis drummer Phil Collins had this to say: "Well, their runaway success came as a huge surprise to 
everyone. l'm very happy for them, they're my friends and they deserve this. | just hope their music doesn't 


become too ubiquitous in the next I5 years." 


Collins' fears may come true, however, as Banks and Rutherford's wildly-anticipated solo tours have been 


scheduled for the rest of their natural lives. 


Firth of Fart 


Author's Notes: 
This was inspired by a ridiculous late-night conversation about the possibility of using fart sounds to 


revolutionize the sound of prog. Hilarious, but probably not what anyone was going for. 


Mike: There's a weird sound on this track, guys. It's only for like a second but it's pretty loud and | can't figure 


out where it's coming from. 
Tony: Hm, you're right. What is that? 
Phil: Oh, um. [blushes] That was me, I'm afraid. | really shouldn't eat curry before we record... 


Peter: Actually, | think it's quite interesting! It adds something to the rhythm section. Phil, could you do that 


again? I'll get you another curry and Tony could record the loop on Mellotron- 


Tony [instantly livid]: NO, Peter, | will NOT sample his fart sounds. >:( 


